Family Policy Perspectives

Lesson 11
Marriage Amendments

Video Introduction

This video is designed to educate us about the importance
of Marriage Amendments in protecting traditional mar-
riage. It will help clear up confusion between a Defense of
Marriage Act, which is a law, and a Marriage Amendment,
which actually makes a change in the state or federal con-
stitution.

Take Note

¢ “Marriage is the attempt, in virtually every known human
society, not to do just one thing, but to bring together a
set of goods. To bring together the man and the woman
who are going to make a baby, so that they love each
other and the baby too. It’s a financial union, an emo-
tional union, a psychological, spiritual, parenting, sexual
and legal union. Marriage is a virtually universal hu-
man institution. In virtually every known human society,
there’s something called marriage.” —Maggie Gallagher,
Institute for Marriage and Public Policy.

¢ There has to be something more than just love and com-
panionship to define marriage.

¢ There are literally thousands of studies now that consis-
tently show that husbands and wives and the children
who are raised by their married mother and father, do
better on almost every measure of social well-being.

e Society gives benefits to marriage because marriage
gives benefits to society.

e The historic role of judges is to decide whether a law is
constitutional or not, holding it up to the Constitution.
The problem we have today is that many judges have
taken it upon themselves to radically redefine the very
meaning of those clauses, and they’re now setting about
to remake the very social fabric of our country.
—Matthew Spalding, Heritage Foundation

e What is DOMA? The Federal Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA) is a law that passed in 1996 and did two things:
First, it said that for the purposes of federal law, mar-
riage would be defined as the union of one man and
one woman; secondly, it said that states would not be
required to recognize same-sex marriages that were le-
gal in any other state, territory, possession or tribe. North
Carolina also passed a DOMA in 1996. However, laws
can be ruled invalid by judges for various reasons.

¢ That’s why many states have passed state marriage
amendments which change the state’s constitution to
define marriage as between one man and one woman.
This prevents state judges from ruling that the current
definition is unconstitutional. However, even a state con-
stitutional amendment is vulnerable to federal judges.

¢ A Federal marriage amendment would effectively change
our country’s constitution so that even federal judges
could not rule against the definition of marriage as the
union of one man and one woman.

Up For Discussion

Scripture reading: Genesis 1:1, 1:26-27, 2:18-25; Deuter-
onomy 4:39-40; Ephesians 5:22-28; 1 Peter 1:16

1. According to Gen. 1:1 and Deut. 4:39-40, God is the
Creator of the world, therefore, we are to obey His com-
mands and His decrees. In Genesis 1:27-28, what does it
mean to be an image bearer? According to Genesis 2:18-
25, what is true about the first marriage? How do these
truths impact your view of marriage?

2. In the video, Peter Sprigg of the Family Research Coun-
cil states that same-sex “marriage” is a threat to the insti-
tution of marriage, but not to individual marriages. What
does he mean by the institution of marriage?

3. In Ephesians 5:22-28, what does the Bible teach about
the character of the relationship between Christ and the
Church? How should men and women model this relation-
ship in the home and in society?

4. Can the union of two homosexuals properly reflect the
character of God and the first marriage that He created?
Explain.

NOTES




A Biblical Perspective

The Surpassing Goal:

Marriage Lived for the Glory of God

By Dr. John Piper, Pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church,
Minneapolis, MN

Author of: What’s the Difference: Manhood and Womanhood
Defined According to the Bible

Adapted from a chapter in Biblical Foundations for Manhood and
Womanhood, edited by Wayne Grudem (Crossway Books, 1990)

God is. God is the one ultimate absolute in existence.
(Gen. 1:1; Deut. 4:39-40) Everything else is from Him and
through Him and for Him. That is the starting place for
understanding marriage. If we get this wrong, everything
goes wrong. And if we get it right—really right, in our heads
and in our hearts—then marriage will be transformed by it.
Marriage will become what it was created by God to be—a
display of the truth and worth and beauty and greatness of
God.

Knowing God’s Character

Most young people today do not bring to their courtship
and marriage a great vision of God—who He is, what He is
like, how He acts. In the world, there is almost no vision of
God. He is not even on the list to be invited. He is simply
and breathtakingly omitted. And in the church, the view

of God that young couples bring to their relationship is so
small instead of huge, and so marginal instead of central,
and so vague instead of clear, and so impotent instead of
all-determining, and so uninspiring instead of ravishing,
that when they marry, the thought of living marriage to the
glory of God is without meaning and without content.

Key to Glorifying God in Marriage
So knowing God and cherishing God and valuing the glory
of God above all things, including your spouse, is the key

to living marriage to the glory of God. It’s true in marriage,
as in every other relationship: God is most glorified in us
when we are most satisfied in Him.

Put God First in Marriage

Here is a key that unlocks a thousand doors. Superior
satisfaction in God above all earthly things, including your
spouse and your health and your own life (Psalm 63:3,
“your steadfast love is better than life”) is the source of
great long-suffering without which husbands cannot love
like Christ, and wives cannot follow like the bride of Christ,
the church. Ephesians 5:22-25 makes plain that husbands
take their cues of leadership and love from Christ, and
wives take their cues of submission and love from the
devotion of the church for whom He died.

Roles of Husbands and Wives

Let me say it another way. There are two levels at which
the glory of God may shine forth from a Christian marriage:
One is at the structural level when both spouses fulfill

the roles God intended for them—the man as leader

like Christ, the wife as advocate and follower of that
leadership. When those roles are lived out, the glory of
God’s love and wisdom in Christ is displayed to the world.
But there is another deeper, more foundational level
where the glory of God must shine if these roles are to be
sustained as God designed. | don’t think that our love for
our wives or theirs for us will glorify God until it flows from
a heart that delights in God more than marriage. Marriage
will be preserved for the glory of God and shaped for the
glory of God when the glory of God is more precious to us
than marriage.

Do your homework

« The North Carolina Family Policy Council web site (www.ncfamily.org) has several policy papers on marriage and
marriage laws including, Why Families Matter: The need for husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, The Essence
of Marriage: 10 good reasons to preserve meaningful tort laws, and The Essence of Marriage: Why it is only the union
of a man and a woman. There are also several radio shows in our archives that you can listen to and download. You
can sign up for a weekly “Facts” e-mail which will keep you informed on breaking issues.

« The NC General Assembly web site is www.ncleg.net. You can view bills and contact your legislators through this site.

- Heritage Foundation at www.heritage.org

+ Family Research Council www.frc.org

- Concerned Women for America www.cwfa.org
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